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HE Commission appointed by Governor Murphy 
under the provisions of the New Jersey Archi- 
tects’ Registration Law is composed of the fol- 

lowing members: Charles P. Baldwin, Essex; Charles 
Edwards, Passaic; Hugh Roberts, Hudson; Arnold H. 
Moses, Camden; David B. Provost, Union. ‘The first 
meeting was held in the office of Secretary of State, 


Trenton, on Tuesday, April 29th. The commission 
organized at once and elected as President Charles P. 
Baldwin, 22 Clinton Street, Newark. Hugh Roberts, 1 
Exchange Place, Jersey City, was elected Secretary and 
Treasurer. They are now working on formation of 
committees and general policy. The law will probably 
become active about July 1st. Due notice will be pub- 
lished in ARCHITECTURE, as well as all other interesting 
data concerning same 
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E WERE pleased to see a letter in the New 
\) \) York Sun of recent date protesting against 
the scant credit given the architects who 
collaborated in the winning designs in the Grant monu- 
ment competition. The designs which have been illus- 
trated in the public press are distinctly architectural ; 
but nevertheless it seems impossible to convince the 
public that an architect is at all necessary in designing 
a monument. Considering the public’s point of view 
it is somewhat satisfactory to record the fact that the 
first prize in the recent competition for the Soldiers’ and 
Sailors’ monument to be erected in Philadelphia was 
awarded to the architects, Messrs. Low and Hewlett, and 
not to a sculptor. 
¥ ¥ ¥ 


RCHITECTURE so often has had cause to com- 
x plain of the unfair treatment which New York 
architects received at the hands of the Bureau 

of Buildings, that it is a real pleasure to record the fact 
that the present superintendent, Mr. Perez M. Stewart, 
is giving complete satisfaction to the architects and 
to the building public generally. The mistakes of the 
last ‘‘reform’’ administration in which the conduct of 
the Department of Buildings was one of the lamentable 
failures, is evidently not to be repeated, as the present 
head of the bureau has shown a distinct desire to take 
the architectural profession into his confidence and to 
consult the representative architectural societies as well 
as the profession generally, whenever the opportunity 
arises. A large part of the corruption for which this 
department of the city government has been notorious is 
a thing of the past, and the building public now feels 
assured that complaints lodged with the 
dent will receive prompt and 


superinten- 
immediate attention. 


REGISTRATION BUREAU FOR DRAUCHTSMEN. 

This bureau is established for the use of architects 
wanting draughtsmen and draughtsmen wanting po- 
sitions, free of expense to either party. 

All draughtsmen wishing positions may register 
by answering the following questions: 

Name and address ? 


Married or single? 

What experience have you had ? 

Name and address of last employer ? 

Salary expected ? 

References ? 

All architects wishing draughtsmen are invited to 
use this bureau. 
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Architects of To-Day—VI. 
MR. J. LAWRENCE ASPINWALL,. 


One of the problems that the new superintendent has to 
face, however, is the undoubted fact that the unscrupu- 
lous part of the public interested in building operations 
has learned to look upon bribery of inspectors as one of 
the essential features of the construction of any building 
in the city, and the superintendent must, therefore, 
reform a portion of the public as well as his own corps 
of inspectors. This is a large contract, but the arrest of 
some of the bribe-givers as well as the bribe-takers, and 
treating both participants with equal severity will un- 
doubtedly have the proper results. 


¥ ¥ ¥ 


ITH the opening of spring it is evident to the 

\) \) most casual observer that New Yorkers have 
awakened to the fact that a large part of the 

big city’s ugliness is due to the absence of foliage and 
flowers in our streets, and it is further evident that 
the architects are in a large measure responsible for this 
improvement. Few private residences of the better 
class are built to-day without some provision being 
made for window gardens or vases for plants, and the 
beauty of the newer streets is very materially enhanced 
thereby. This is particularly noticeable along the east 
side of Central’ Park, where so many handsome resi- 
dences have been erected during the last few years, and 
where nearly every house has its bit of color or foliage. 
This movement in the city is the logical consequence 
of the interest in the formal garden which is now the 
necessary adjunct to most country residences of any 
pretentions, and the desire for foliage has been distinctly 
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encouraged by the continued agitation on the part of 
the Tree Planting Association and the Municipal Art 
Society. 
apparent in a recent resolution introduced in the Board 


Another evidence of the signs of the times is 


of Aldermen prohibiting the destruction or wanton muti- 
lation of any tree in the city streets; and when it is 
remembered that some thirty years ago most of the trees 
which at that time lined New York’s thoroughfares were 
removed by municipal ordinance, the change in the 
official conscience is most commendable. That the 
application of the garden principle to even the small 
residence is perfectly feasible, even in an ordinary New 
York residence of the less pretentious sort, is..a fact 
usually missed by the average architect; but there is 
absolutely no reason why the average private residence 
which is usually about fifty-five feet in depth, should 
have the full balance of its one hundred foot lot given 
to the unattractive rear yard. We know of a small 
twenty foot colonial residence which is about to be built 
on the upper west side where the house is being set some 
fifteen feet back from the building line and the space 
in front utilized for a tiny formal garden, which will 
no doubt enhance the beauty of the entire block in 
which it is placed. Such a scheme, if carried out con- 
sistently in an entire neighborhood, would without doubt 
increase real estate values to a very considerable extent 
while at the same time satisfying zesthetic requirements. 
Let the architect but convince his client that beauty of 
surroundings is a good commercial asset and the victory 
for ‘‘the city beautiful”’. will be won. 


Architects of To-Day—VII. 
MR. WALTER T. OWEN. 
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PLAN, BENSON MEMORIAT, LIBRARY, TITUSVILLE, PA. 


OTWITHSTANDING the protest from Boston to 
the effect that the establishment of an archi- 
tectural school in the Carnegie Technological 

Institute at Pittsburgh is neither necessary nor desirable, 
the committee on plan and scope are still of the opinion 
that there is need of such a school in western Pennsyl- 
vania, and have recommended it in their report to the 
Trustees. The Pittsburgh Architectural Club, through 
whose efforts the idea was first brought to the attention 
of the committee, feel much gratified that the archi- 
tectural school seems assured. 
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Jackson, Rosencrans & Canfield, Architects. 


THEORY AND PRACTICE. 


J. L. ROBINSON. 


ECTURING and theorizing on architectural sub- 


jects have not always been attended with practical 


results. A great many clever and ingenious 
elucidations have fallen rather flat. The professional art 
proselytizer, for instance, inculcates opinions and doc- 
trines that for many reasons do not work out satisfactorily, 
or he is accustomed to ‘‘air’’ crotchets that he would not 
care to put into practice. For example, we have had 
many elaborate discourses on the use and treatment of 
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GARDEN, FOXHALI, KEENE, WESILURY, L. I. Geo. A. Freeman, Architect. C. W. Leavitt, Jr., Landscape Architect. 


materials, such as brick, terra-cotta, iron and plaster, in 
which the author has laid down certain hard and fast 
rules as to their treatment in design that could not be 
followed with any degree of practical success, simply 
because the practical limitations of the manufacture 
have been neglected or purposely ignored. On the archi- 
tectural treatment of ironwork, for instance, we have 
heard it stated that the architect should repudiate all 
covering and concealment, and exhibit the bare iron, the 
steel columns and girders; and the same class of ‘‘ mus- 
cular’’ theorists, in speaking of iron or timber construct- 
ion, have strenuously opposed all sorts of plaster or 
wooden encasings, ceilings, and the like. ‘Theory and 
practice have the unfortunate habit of running on separate 
lines, and this is mainly due to education, and we may 
illustrate this by taking the technical school and the 
ordinary apprenticeship mode of instruction. As we 
have pointed out so often in these pages, the work done 
in class-rooms and technical schools is done under 
conditions so different from those of actual work in the 
office and factory that the student remains in ignorance 
of the real workman’s methods. The school or class- 
room turns out a proficient man in geometry, mechanical 
problems, or a student well up in the history and nomen- 
clature of art and decoration. When he, as he often 


does, assumes the 7zole of a lecturer, his views on 
architecture and art are very different.to those of the man 
brought up in an architect’s office, who has had the run 
of buildings in progress and the workshops. To the 
class-room student, it is true, the unexpected never hap- 
pens, and it is easy for him to lay down hard and fast 
rules. On the other hand, the practically-trained archi- 
tect has to encounter difficulties directly he begins to 
make out working drawings. _ Unforseen questions arise 
which are inseparable from actual building operations, 
and these difficulties have a very real influence on the 
mind of the architect in his mode of design. The 
methods, too, of the craftsman, his mannerisms, and tools 
in shaping the work are factors, Here we have at least 
one reason why so many theorists fail to put their views 
into practice in matters of construction and art. The 
man who runs a hobby in art often propounds an opinion 
on construction that would be quite impossible to carry 
out, or would be laughed at by a skilled workman. A 
learned professor some years ago, in speaking about the 
architectural use of ironwork, suggested that the engi- 
neering forms of girders should be taken and simply 
decorated by applied ornaments or castings—a practice 
that would be readily acceded to by all ironworkers as 


not encouraging any radical change. Here we may 
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ALBERT YOUNG, 19 East 54TH S7T., NEW YORK. 


Mrs. 


RESIDENCE, 


s 


4 4 
H } ‘ : x 
s 
‘ ¢ * 
a 3 
; 
; 
fi - 
j 
' , ry 
f 
; = 
a ‘ 
4, eS : 
\. _ ; * 
: bs a 
r * 
a pee 
» 
‘ ; 
’ 5 : 
= a = Re a 
3 er ae 
; c 
FP H ' 
‘ - * a 


ARCHITECTURE. 


142 


” 


De: 


HRS ES RHO 


"i 


RRB? 


HRS 


SFA. 


McKim, Mead & White, Architects. 


Wurts, Copyright, 1902. 
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Cc. P. H. Gilbert, Architect 
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RESIDENCE AND TERRACE FRONT, FOXHALL KEENE, WESTBURY, L. I. 


Geo. A, Freeman, Architect. 


C. W. Leavitt, Jr., Landscape 
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GROUND PLAN, HOUSE AT WARREN, PA., FOR HORTON ESTATE. 


draw a distinction between those who suggest difficult 
and impracticable modes of executing work, as the “‘ art 
faddist,’’ and those who preach easy and accommodating 


doctrines. Against both these sets of teachers or profes- 
sors the student may be on his guard, though the former 
class are often honest and sincere, and have, moreover, 
the prejudices and traditions of the profession to fight 
against, and are on this account worth listening to. It is 
rather the latter and more ordinary kind of instructor or 
theorist of whom we chiefly speak here. He imay be 
thoroughly competent in the theory of his vocation, 


Jackson, Rosencrans & Canfield, Architects. 


whether it is on construction, on the use of materials, on 
styles, on planning, on decoration. What he has to say 
is often full of common sense, but he is uncompromising 
in tone. His opinions on these subjects are often of the 
most assertive and personal kind, that will brook no 
opposition or discussion. 

A few of these self-imposed teachers of architecture 
and art are men of undoubted ability in particular spheres 
of work. Wecan name a dozen or more who are trying 
to place the profession on a higher basis: to rescue it 
from the odium of the mere ‘‘five-per-center,’’ and who 
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DESIGN FOR A COUNTRY HOUSE. Bee: Dinkeriey, Architect. 
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THE Private Branch Exchange 
System of supplying TELEPHONE 
SERVICE is particularly adapted to 
the requirements of LARGE HOTELS 
and APARTMENT HOUSES. 

By means of a Private Branch Exchange the 
general telephone service, local, suburban and 
long distance, is available in every room and 
apartment. A complete interior service is also 
supplied, adding largely to the efficiency and 
decreasing the cost of the hotel service 

proper. No modern 
Hotel or Apartment 
House should lack a 
Private Branch Tel- 


ephone Exchange. 


Full Information on request at 


any of the Contract Offices: 


1S Dey St. Ill West 38th St. 
215 West 125th St. 


NEW YORK TELEPHONE Co: 
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are endeavoring to raise the crafts to their old position. 

They have the noble, but hopeless, task before them of 

striving to stem the overwhelming tide of Philistinism BEACH'S NORTON 
and popular tastes, and of resisting the influences of 

prejudice and traditions. The attempts they have made 

to put their opinions into practical shape have not been BROOKLYN BRIDGE 

very successful, either from their total rejection of prece- 

dent or their adoption of ideas based on a priori assump- 

tion. Their designs often exhibit a crude style or 


individual eccentricity in the treatment of plan and 
detail. CONSOLIDATED 


How many of those who have essayed new theories 


of design and construction have given us any practical ROSENDALE 


exemplifications of their views? During the last half- 
century we have had exponents on metallic systems of CEMENT COMPANY 
construction which should be light and elastic and 

dispense with all the difficulties and risks of stone or 
masonary construction ; others have proposed systems of 
construction in which concrete and steel should be the- 26 CORTLANDT STREET 
main elements. Many well-known authorities have ; NEW YORK CITY 
dinned into our ears the fact that architecture has ceased 

to be a living art, and that the only hope of inventing for 

ourselves a true and appropriate style is to set about it TELEPHONE, 173 CORTLANDT 
in the way the old builders did, when princes, priests, nm 
masons and other crafts worked together through cen- 

turies, lending the aid of their experience and reasoning. 


) NEWARK- 
Each improvement or phase of style was not due to in- 

ES but to all ee working together with the HOFFMAN XXX ROSENDALE 
same aim. No one can dispute this statement, and, in Mey oye the 

fact, the uncontracted buildings of to-day are built much 

on the same lines—engineering structures are supposed to 

be, at least. But these advocates of the old system fail 


equally to show us how this process is to be applied in ; y 
our present conditions. L [ 4 F E R Pp RI SM S 


Theories of planning also seldom work out well or 


find acceptance with the profession. We have a number ARE MADE IN MANY FORMS 
of experts in planning—some skilled in the arrangement 
Fe FOR DIFFERENT. USES. 


of flats for the working classes, others skilled in the 
planning of hospitals, workhouses, asylums, schools of 
various kinds, baths and washhouses, technical institutes; 
—each of these has made planning a particular branch of 
his profession, and his buildings, whatever their external 
merit as designs, have a special value to the profession, 
as indicating the latest development of requirements in 
clinical science. Other men, less expert, may give us 
often better architecture ; but what is chiefly required are 
buildings planned on scientific and economical data. A 
few are mere visionaries: they are ingenious, well- 


intentioned theorists who propound ideas of their own on Sidewalk Prisms. Sheet Prisms, at less cost 
. ’ 


various subjects. There are some in the profession who than plate glass, especially designed for factory 
. 5 b) 
are ‘‘strong’’ on proportions, and who are continually use.. 


advocating the principles adopted, or asserted to have 
been adopted, by the Greek and Middle Age builders. 
Exponents of Egyptian and Greek Vitruvian proportions 
still exist. Plutarch and Plato both givea triangle as the 
principle which the ancient Egyptians applied to their 
edifices, such that the side that makes the right-angle is 3 
units in length, the base 4, and the hypothenuse 5, and 


Electro Glazed Plate Glass is the only plate 
glass fire retardant on the market. 
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these geometrical ratios were applied in determining the 160: FIFTH AVENUE =—=——=———— NEW XORE 
distance apart, or the intercolumniation of colonades and : 
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We manufacture GLOBES and SHADES for all ELEC- 
TRIC LIGHT SYSTEMS—both Arc and Incandescent; also 
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Gas Burners. 

Our new and reliable catalogue will be sent to Architects 
on application. 
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porticos, and the transverse section of buildings, as the 
Cathedral of Amiens, which is obtained by two such 
triangles superposed. Then we know that most of the 
transverse sections and facades of our cathedrals have 
been proportioned on the equilateral triangle, which com- 
pletely satisfies the eye. No one will deny that a 
harmony of proportion is established on the basis of 
certain geometrical formulas, as proved by M. Henszl- 
mann in his work ‘‘ Théorie des Proportions Appliques 
dans 1’ Architecture,’’ and by many English writers given 
by Gwilt. These relations were possibly used in determin- 
ing the plans, sections, and facades of temples and 
cathedral churches, but they would be inapplicable to 
most modern buildings. Formulations of geometrical 
and harmonic proportion are clever, but their systems do 
not easily lend themselves to the modern architect. 

Acoustics is made a hobby by some architects, and 
their theories are often lectured upon; but we have 
never yet seen a building planned on purely acoustical 
principles. The expert in the science may preach about 
certain ratios of length, breadth, and height, rules as to 
shape of plan and of section, the form of ceiling, mater- 
ials to be used, and so on; but if we were to ask him to 
give us a plan for, say, a modern lecture-hall or concert- 

_ room, we should probably be shocked at the proportions 
‘and lines adopted, the curvature of seats and walls, and 
the sloping ceiling. We cannot expect that the architect 
will care to adopt the theory in his new church or public 
hall or theatre, nor that the public who fill these build- 
ings will consider any such scheme a success. So it 
is with other new or experimental hobbies, whether 
in manufacture or the spheres of medicine and religion. 
They do not take till people become absolutely convinced 
of their practical value. The architect cannot afford 
to be a faddist, nor to ventilate a theory at the expense of 
his reputation. It is not given to every architect to 
create a new type of building ; the few who have become 
noted for special buildings have done so by dint of study 
and experience. Proportion is truly called the ‘‘ music of 
architecture,’’ but the man who has not a born instinct 
for it will never learn it by simply mathematical for- 
mule. 

Many tell us that our modern system of house-plan- 
ning and design is wrong; but we are not very clearly 
told how these so-called reformers of building would pro- 
ceed if they had all their own way. Prejudice and 
convention have no doubt been objectionable ; we make 
our smaller middle-class houses as much as we can like ; 
large residences, quite forgetting the social differences MAIN HALL, RESIDENCE E. J. BERWIND, NEWPORT, R. I. 
between families, the requirements of families ; we build 
thousands of houses in our New York suburbs in which B ATTERSON & EISELE 
are packed two or three reception-rooms where one large 
hall would suffice, and we repeat appointments that are 
quite out of place for a house in which there is a large MARBLE, ONYX AND GRANITE. 
family on smallmeans. ‘The ordinary modern ‘‘drawing- 
room,’’ as it is called, is a small cramped room crowded 
with fancy chairs and bric-a-brac, that is perhaps used only 
for certain occasions, while it robs the family of one good- 
sized dining-hall—an absurd arrangement. 
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but the patterns offered are 
greater in variety and more 
artistic than are obtainable 
elsewhere. 

New catalogue of classi- 
fied designs on application. 
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/ HE Municipal Art Society of New York an- 
nounces a Competition for a design for an 
Electrolier to be combined with an ‘Isle of 

Safety ’’ to be placed at the intersection of Fifth Avenue 

and the south side of Twenty-third Street. The Elec- 

trolier, when completed, is to be presented by the 

Society to the city. 

- ¥ ¥ 


The Fourth Annual Convention of the Architectural 
League of America will be held at ‘Toronto, Canada, on 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday, May 29th, 30th and 


31st, 1902. 
¥ oo $ 


The Architectural League of New York 


215 WEST FIFTY-SEVENTH 
STREET. 


H. J. HARDENBERGH, 


President. 


CHAS. M. SHEAN, 


Secretary. 


WM. L. HARRIS, 


Ist Vice President. 


R. HINTON PERRY, WILIIAM B. TUTHILL, 


2nd Vice President. Treasurer. 


T THE annual meeting of the Architectural 
League, Tuesday, May 6th, the following ticket 
was elected for the ensuing year: 

President, H. J. Hardenbergh. 

First Vice-President, William Laurel Harris. 

Second Vice-President, R. Hinton Peiry. 

Membership of Executive Committee (One year 
class of 1903), J. William Fosdick. (Three years class 
of 1905), Edward) Pierce "Casey, Charles | Cay Elarcht, 
Frank EH. Wallis. 

Delegate and Alternate to the Fine Arts Federa- 
tion, two years, J. F. Harder, Charles W. Romeyn. 

Prior to the announcement of the vote the meeting 
was addressed by Professor John Quincy Adams of 
Philadelphia, upon ‘‘Comparative Municipal Art,’’ with 
particular reference to the sociological influence of artistic 
surroundings upon industrial conditions. 

The remarks were illustrated by a number of lan- 
tern slides made particularly to emphasize the lost 
opportunities of the city of Philadelphia ( which aroused 
the ire of several natives of the Quaker City ), and after 
advising strongly that designers should not bend to the 
‘““commercialism of the age’’ the professor exhibited a 
number of slides illustrative of the ‘‘ Darmstadt move- 
ment,’’ laying particular emphasis on the fact that its 
leaders had recognized the commercialism which he 
condemned and had ‘‘designed for the machine.’’ The 
speaker’s praise of this movement impressed many of 
his hearers as being thoroughly inconsistent with his 
original premises ; but he was, nevertheless, listened to 
with close attention. 

Routine business occupied the balance of the even- 
ing, and after a vote of thanks to the retiring secretary, 
Mr. Charles M. Shean, for efficient services during his 
term of office, the meeting adjourned. 
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